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came a hanging back, and for a month the Afghan
court was in a state of turmoil and conflict. There
were those who did not hesitate to tell Amanullah
that he was acting precipitately, and the new king
blew hot and cold. One day it was to be war, and
the next diplomacy, but Fate settled the matter for
him, and hurled him into the third Afghan war.
An Afghan tribal chieftain killed a number of
British coolies working near the frontier, and he
alleged that he had been acting under instructions.
Thus was manufactured the casus belli.
Amanullah's eye did not light up with righteous
frenzy when he harangued his people into war, for
he was an orator rather than a fighter, as later events
were abundantly to prove. The war party about
him, however, convinced him that never at any
other time would he have an opportunity so golden.
Not only were the troops of India war weary and
indisposed to subject themselves to the rigours of
further service (there was a widespread demand for
prolonged leave and disbandment as tlrere was in
England), but India itself was ablaze with revolution.
Here again we have the pious platitudes of the
saintly Gandhi making for bloodshed and the horrors
of conflict, for it was upon his propaganda that were
built the violent outbreaks in the Punjab and else-
where in April, 1919, which finally decided Amanullah
that Hindustan was under the bane of revolution,
and that the revolutionaries would espouse his cause.
Quickly the war developed on three fronts, namely
the Khyber, Kandahar and Khost Barely a month
before Nadir Shah had been hailed to Kabul in